
Session 1-A  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Wintergreen  8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

Neoantigen Immunogenicity Landscapes and Evolution of Tumor Ecosystems During Immunotherapy with Nivolumab 
Tyler Alban, Nadeem Riaz, Prerana Parthasarathy, Vlad Makarov, Raghvendra Srivastava, Xaoxiao Ma, Diego Chowell, William J. Geese, Naiyer 
Rizvi, Timothy Chan 
Contact: Tyler Alban, PhD (Faculty); albant@ccf.org    Poster #: 2 
Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center  

 

Using an oncolytic virus to induce regulatory T cell fragility in the tumor microenvironment and overcome treatment resistance 
William G Gunn, Kristin DePeaux, Greg M Delgoffe 
Contact: William Gunn (Technician/Staff); wgg8@pitt.edu   Poster #: 3 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Role of circulating U2 snRNA fragments in colorectal cancer progression 
Ngai So, Stacy Hovde, Bruno Caetano Trindade, Jiachen Chen, Sergey Seregin, Adam H. Courtney, Ronald W. Henry, Grace Y. Chen 
Contact: Ngai So (Technician/Staff); songai@med.umich.edu   Poster #: 4 
University of Michigan- Rogel Cancer Center   

 

A new framework for understanding immunomodulatory myeloid cells in glioma (and other solid tumors) 
Tyler E. Miller, Chadi A. El Farran, Charles P. Couturier, Zeyu Chen, Joshua P. D'Antonio, Jennifer L. Guerriero, Kevin Petrecca, Mario L. Suva, Alex 
K. Shalek, Bradley E. Bernstein 
Contact: Tyler Miller, MD, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); tymiller.4@gmail.com   Poster #: 5 
Massachusetts General Hospital   

 

Impact of LAG3 on CD8+ T cell motility and migration 
Andrew Baessler, Lawrence P Andrews, Creg J Workman, Dario A A Vignali 
Contact: Andrew Baessler, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); anb524@pitt.edu   Poster #: 29 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Exploring the efficacy of Minnelide, a super enhancer inhibitor, in triple negative breast cancer 
Ahmet Burak Caglayan, Hılmı Kaan Alkan, Fulya Koksalar Alkan, Cordarryl Jones, Austin Shull, Gurkan Ozturk, Hasan Korkaya 
Contact: Ahmet Burak Caglayan, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); hs1244@wayne.edu   Poster #: 30 
Karmanos Cancer Institute   

 

High dimensional flow cytometry reveals radiation-induced cellular changes in human renal cell carcinoma 
Adil Khan, Jacky Chow, Brianna Ewasik, Alexis Conway, Kah Teong Soh, Paul Wallace, Scott Abrams, Thomas Schwaab, Anurag Singh, Jason 
Muhitch 
Contact: Adil Khan, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); adil.khan@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 31 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

Neutrophil Extracellular Traps Modulate Vascular Density and Function in Pancreatic Ductal Adenocarcinoma Tumors 
Michael Sestito MD, Abby Ivey, Hillary Pratt, Britney Niemann MD, Timothy D Eubank PhD, Brian A Boone MD 
Contact: Michael Sestito, MD (Postdoctoral Researcher); michael.sestito@hsc.wvu.edu   Poster #: 32 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 

Leucine-rich repeats and immunoglobulin-like domains protein 1 is highly expressed on tumor-infiltrating TCF1+ CD8 T cells and may play a 
role in modu 
Hieu Minh Ta, Dia Roy, Keman Zhang, Tyler Alban, Timothy Chan, Li Lily Wang 
Contact: Hieu Ta, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); tah@ccf.org   Poster #: 33 
Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center   

 

IFN-γ and Donor Lymphocyte Infusion to Treat Relapsed Myeloid Malignancies after Allogeneic Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation  
Emily Geramita, Kedwin Ventura, Biswas Neupane, Shruti Bhise, Scott Furlan, Sawa Ito*, Warren Shlomchik*   *authors contributed equally 
Contact: Emily Geramita, MD, PhD (Medical Fellow); geramitae@upmc.edu   Poster #: 34 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Digital Quantification of CD8 Positive Tumor-Infiltrating Lymphocytes in Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumors; Lower CD8 Density is Associated 
with Higher 
Rayan Rammal, Mariel Bedell, M-Nasan Abdul Baki, Nuha Shaker, Azfar Neyaz, Alyeesha Wilhelm, Michael Lotze, Liron Pantanowitz, Ibrahim 
Abukhiran 
Contact: Rayan Rammal, MD (Medical Fellow); rammalr@upmc.edu   Poster #: 35 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 



Session 1-B  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Snowflake  8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

Mesothelin-directed CAR T cells for the treatment of patients with unresectable or metastatic pancreatic adenocarcinoma 
M Angela Aznar Gomez, Charly R Good, Julie S Barber-Rotenberg, Wei-Ting Hwang, Donna Gonzales, Julie Jadlowsky, Regina M Young, Shelley L 
Berger, Carl H June, Mark H O’Hara 
Contact: M. Angela Aznar Gomez, PhD (Faculty); maznargo@pennmedicine.upenn.edu    Poster #: 6 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center  

 

Characterizing Tumor-Immune Spatial Relationships in the Tumor Microenvironment of Head and Neck Cancers 
Leanne E Henry, Santhoshi Krishnan, Emily Bellile, Chamila D Perera, Shiting Li, Tingting Qin, Arvind Rao, Steven B Chinn, Laura S Rozek, Maureen 
A Sartor 
Contact: Leanne Henry (Technician/Staff); lechenry@umich.edu   Poster #: 7 
University of Michigan- Rogel Cancer Center   

 

Pathways of T cell Suppression in Malignant Pleural Effusions 
Hannah M. Udoh, Charles Bardawil, Amy A. Powers, Seth H. Eisenberg, Dongyan Liu, Tullia C. Bruno, Rajeev Dhupar, Adam C. Soloff 
Contact: Hannah Udoh (Technician/Staff); hmu5@pitt.edu   Poster #: 8 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Evaluation of cryopreservation media formulations for final T cell products generated via 9-day and 3-day manufacturing processes 
Kevin T. Sporici, Laura Garcia-Gerique, Edward C. Pequignot, Mercy Gohil, Kathleen Haines, Ankita Jain, Yaryna Uhera, Harita Trivedi, Megan M. 
Davis 
Contact: Kevin Sporici (Undergraduate Student); Kevin.Sporici@pennmedicine.upenn.edu   Poster #: 36 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

Pretreatment With Interleukins 15 and 18 Rescues Natural Killer Cells from Granzyme B-Mediated Apoptosis After Cryopreservation. 
Abdulla Berjis, Deeksha Muthumani, Oscar A. Aguilar, Oz Pomp, Omar Johnson, Amanda V. Finck, John Scholler, Lewis L. Lanier, Carl H. June, Neil 
C. Sheppard 
Contact: Abdulla Berjis (PhD Candidate); abdulla.berjis@pennmedicine.upenn.edu   Poster #: 37 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

The impact of costimulatory domains selection on NKG2D CAR-NK cell activity against acute myeloid leukemia 
Laura Cordoba, Eva Castellano, Raquel Oliva, Antonio Valeri, Paula Rio, Almudena Garcia-Ortiz, Dean A Lee, Daniel J Powell Jr, Alejandra Leivas, 
Joaquin Martinez-Lopez 
Contact: Laura Cordoba Espejo (PhD Candidate); laura.cordobaespejo@pennmedicine.upenn.edu   Poster #: 38 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

The HSP-CD91 axis provides co-stimulation for adaptive immune responses to tumors 
Trey Harkness, Robert J. Binder, PhD 
Contact: Trey Harkness (PhD Candidate); jfh45@pitt.edu   Poster #: 39 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Baseline activated cellular immune profile reports to response to neoadjuvant chemotherapy in TNBC patients 
Ananda Domingues Lopes, Amanda Braga De Figueiredo, Guilherme Ferreira de Britto, Nayana Alves de Lima Galdino, Clara Maciel Cavalcanti, 
Silvana Soares Santos, Rafael Canfield Brianese, Fabiana Baroni Makdissi, Dirce Maria Carraro, Kenneth John Gollob 
Contact: Ananda Lopes (PhD Candidate); anandal@pitt.edu   Poster #: 40 
AC Camargo Cancer Center   

 

Exercise-induced microbiota metabolites fuel antitumor CD8 T cell immunity against immunotherapy resistant melanoma 
Catherine M Phelps, Colin R Laughlin, Jake H Shapira, Alex C McPherson, Yue Zhang, Amanda Lee, Sim Randhawa, Jishnu Das, Joseph F Pierre, 
Marlies Meisel 
Contact: Catherine Phelps (PhD Candidate); c.phelps@pitt.edu   Poster #: 41 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Targeted Radiation and IL-12 Immunotherapy Stimulate a Systemic Immune Response to Protect Against Pancreatic Tumor Recurrence 
Tara G Vrooman, Angie L Hughson, Gary Hannon, Bradley N Mills, David C Linehan, Scott A Gerber 
Contact: Tara Vrooman (PhD Candidate); tara_vrooman@urmc.rochester.edu   Poster #: 42 
University of Rochester- Wilmot Cancer Instituter   

 

Utilizing TGFβ inhibitor-expressing CD8+ T cells to modulate tumor microenvironment in melanoma model 
Tianhong Yao, Greg M Delgoffe 
Contact: Tianhong Yao (MD Candidate); yaot@pitt.edu   Poster #: 43 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 



Session 1-C  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Sunburst  8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

AMPK impacts both oxidative and glycolytic adaptation to metabolic stress in human CAR T cells 
Erica Braverman, Mengtao Qin, Herbert Schuler, Lee-Kai Sun, Craig Byersdorfer 
Contact: Erica Braverman, MD (Faculty); erica.braverman@chp.edu    Poster #: 9 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center  

 

Development of pre-clinical cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma models for mechanistic immuno-oncology studies 
Travis D. Kerr, Hannah Simmons, Akeesha Shah, Vijay Krishna, Natalie Silver, Shlomo Koyfman, Daniel J. McGrail 
Contact: Travis Kerr (Technician/Staff); kerrt2@ccf.org   Poster #: 10 
Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center   

 

Divergence in Cellular Composition and Functional Dynamics of Lymphoid Aggregates in Lung and Melanoma Brain Metastases 
Noor Nader, Elaine Byrnes, Sheryl Kunning, Thomas Pearce, Gaberial Sica, Timothy Burns, Laura Stabile, Xiaoran Zhang, Tullia C. Bruno 
Contact: Noor Nader (Undergraduate Student); nen21@pitt.edu   Poster #: 44 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Exploration of CRISPR Genetic Engineering at a Small Liberal Arts University 
Amal Thalody, Nathan Saloom, Austin Choi, Shayla Jellison, Hannah Metheney, Gracie Stynchula, Amalene Cooper-Morgan 
Contact: Amal Thalody (Undergraduate Student); ag.thalody@setonhill.edu   Poster #: 45 
Seton Hill University   

 

The role of Tox in regulatory T cells in the tumor microenvironment 
Yu Bian, Lawrence Andrews, Vaishali Aggarwal, Angela Demske, Ellen Scott, Creg Workman, Dario Vignali 
Contact: Yu Bian, PhD (PhD Candidate); yub29@pitt.edu   Poster #: 46 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Versatility and Cytotoxicity of anti-IL13Rα2 CAR T cells for Solid Tumor Treatment 
Angelica M Helton, Amar Yeware, Tyus J Yeinsgt, Daniel J Hayes 
Contact: Angelica Helton (PhD Candidate); amh8312@psu.edu   Poster #: 48 
Pennsylvania State University- Penn State Cancer Institute   

 

Cell-intrinsic Tim-3 is Required for an Optimal Acute CD8 T Cell Response 
Priyanka Manandhar, Emily Landy, Lawrence P. Kane 
Contact: Priyanka Manandhar, PhD (PhD Candidate); prm66@pitt.edu   Poster #: 49 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Anti-CD47 and Anti-PDL1 immunotherapy synergize for anti-tumor activity in preclinical models of head and neck cancer 
Nandini Rajaram Siva, MD, Jin Dai, PhD, John A Ligon, MD, Frances Weidert, MS, Elias Sayour, MD, PhD, Emrullah Yilmaz, MD, PhD, Daniel 
McGrail, PhD, Andrew Sikora, MD, PhD, Roberto Rangel, PhD, Natalie Silver, MD, MS 
Contact: Nandini Rajaram Siva, MD (PhD Candidate); rajaran2@ccf.org   Poster #: 50 
Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center   

 

CD200 is overexpressed in the pancreatic tumor microenvironment and correlates with poor survival. 
Jessica Wedig, Shrina Jasani, Debasmita Mukherjee, Hannah Lathrop, Priya Matreja, Mary Dillhoff, Anne Noonan, Stacey Culp, Zobeida Cruz-
Monserrate, Thomas Mace 
Contact: Jessica Wedig (PhD Candidate); wedig.13@buckeyemail.osu.edu   Poster #: 51 
The Ohio State University- The James   

 

Hyperglycemic culture conditions during therapeutic T cell expansion repress T cell signaling linked to altered intracellular glycosylation 
states 
Hannah J Bumgarner, Supriya Joshi, Catarina Azevedo, Victoria Dean, Greg M Delgoffe 
Contact: Hannah Bumgarner (MD/PhD Candidate); hab97@pitt.edu   Poster #: 52 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 



Session 1-D  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Chestnut  8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

Vactosertib, a TGFβ type I receptor/ALK4 kinase inhibitor, improves T-cell fitness:  a phase 1b trial in relapsed/refractory multiple myeloma 
Ehsan Malek, Priyanka S. Rana, Muthulekha Swamydas, Michael Daunov, Masaru Miyagi, Elena V. Murphy, James J. Ignatz-Hoover, Leland Metheny, 
Seong Jin Kim, James J. Driscoll 
Contact: James Driscoll, MD, PhD (Faculty); james.driscoll@uhhospitals.org    Poster #: 11 
Case Western Reserve University- Case Comprehensive Cancer Center  

 

CD40 agonism and checkpoint blockade lead to tumor regressions and formation of immunologic memory in breast cancer 
Casey Lam, Vishnu Maddipatla, Olivia Lanchoney, Nune Markosyan, Robert H. Vonderheide, Jennifer Zhang 
Contact: Casey Lam (Technician/Staff); casey.lam@pennmedicine.upenn.edu   Poster #: 12 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

LAG3 and PD1 synergize on CD8+ T cells to drive T cell exhaustion and hinder autocrine IFNγ-dependent anti-tumor immunity 
Samuel Butler, Lawrence P. Andrews, Jian Cui, Anthony R. Cillo, Carly Cardello, Chang Liu, Erin A. Brunazzi, Andrew Baessler, Creg J. Workman, 
Dario A.A. Vignali 
Contact: Samuel Butler (Undergraduate Student); sambutle@pitt.edu   Poster #: 53 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

A Chemical Method to Generate Mono- and Dual-Antigen Specific Antibody Therapeutics 
Karolina Krygier, Dr. Anthony Rullo 
Contact: Karolina Krygier (MS Candidate); krygierk@mcmaster.ca   Poster #: 54 
McMaster Universtiy   

 

Interferon-regulated chemoattraction of CTLs by macrophages requires baseline levels of canonical and alternative NF-κB signaling 
Adam Brinkman, Bowen Dong, Pawel Kalinski 
Contact: Adam Brinkman (PhD Candidate); adam.brinkman@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 55 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

NK Receptor Signaling Lowers TCR Activation Threshold, Enhancing Selective Recognition of Cancer Cells by TAA-Specific CTLs 
Bowen Dong, Nataša Obermajer, Henry Withers, Mark Long, Colin Chavel, Scott H. Olejniczak, Hans Minderman, Robert P. Edwards, Walter J. 
Storkus, Pawel Kalinski 
Contact: Bowen Dong, MD (PhD Candidate); bowen.dong@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 56 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

Therapeutic Application of Streptococcal Collagen-Like Protein 1 (Scl1) Reduces Pancreatic Cancer Growth By Inhibiting Neutrophil 
Extracellular Traps 
Emily Henderson, Abby Ivey, Tracy W Liu, Slawomir Lukomski, Brian A Boone 
Contact: Emily Henderson (PhD Candidate); eh00062@mix.wvu.edu   Poster #: 57 
West Virginia University - Department of Microbiology, Immunology, and Cell Biology   

 

Diminishing MDSC-Driven Immune Suppression through Metabolic Reprogramming 
Brian G Morreale, Andrea M Monell, Han Yu, David B Sykes, Michael J Nemeth, Scott I Abrams 
Contact: Brian Morreale (PhD Candidate); brian.morreale@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 58 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

Ovarian cancer-induced ascites fluid promotes differentiation of antibody secreting plasma cells 
Rufiaat A. Rashid, Ian P. MacFawn, Sheryl Kunning, Tullia C. Bruno 
Contact: Rufiaat Rashid (PhD Candidate); rur21@pitt.edu   Poster #: 59 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Characterizing The Role Of The Y Chromosome-Expressed Long Non-Coding RNA Linc-Spry3 Family In Lung Cancer Radiation Resistance 
Emily S Westemeier-Rice, Michael T Winters, Travis W Rawson, Kiran J Patel, Olivia McHugh, Ivan Martinez 
Contact: Emily Westemeier-Rice (PhD Candidate); ew0065@mix.wvu.edu   Poster #: 60 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 

Ligand-based BAFF CAR T-cells for the preclinical treatment of Hairy Cell Leukemia 
Claire Fritz, Derek Wong, PhD, Reshmi Parameswaran, PhD 
Contact: Claire Fritz (MD/PhD Candidate); cef78@case.edu   Poster #: 61 
Case Western Reserve University- Case Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 



Session 1-E  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Evergreen  8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

Multi-Institutional Phase IIa Study of HER2/HER3-targeting αDC1 Vaccine Plus Pembrolizumab for Brain-Metastatic Triple-Negative or HER2+ 
Breast Cancer 
Shipra Gandhi, Peter A Forsyth, Mateusz Opyrchal, Kristopher Attwood, Ellis G Levine, Tracey O'Connor, Robert A Fenstermaker, Kazuaki Takabe, 
Brian J. Czerniecki, Pawel Kalinski 
Contact: Pawel Kalinski, MD, PhD (Faculty); pawel.kalinski@roswellpark.org    Poster #: 13 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center  

 

Anti-tumor effect of mRNA therapeutics in a murine melanoma model 
Kaitlyn M Landreth, Dylan T Boehm, Katherine S Lee, Emel Sen Kilic, Fredrick Heath Damron, Tracy W Liu 
Contact: Kaitlyn Landreth (Technician/Staff); kaitlyn.landreth@hsc.wvu.edu   Poster #: 14 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 

Dendritic cell processing of self and tumor antigen with toll-like receptor agonists treatments 
Matthew Nguyen, Victoria Schuster, Megan Ruhland 
Contact: Matthew Nguyen (Undergraduate Student); m.nguyen@setonhill.edu   Poster #: 62 
Seton Hill University   

 

Epigenetic Reprogramming of Natural Killer Cells Functionality in Myelodysplastic Syndrome 
DesTiny Overton, Jennifer Peresie, Daniel Alvarado, Molly Sheehan, Bowen Dong, Pawel Kalinski, Elizabeth Griffiths, Michael Nemeth 
Contact: DesTiny Overton (MS Candidate); destiny.overton@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 63 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

Ovarian cancer ascites impair T cell activation downstream of the T cell receptor resulting in metabolically inert non-functional T cells 
Erica G. Brown, Zhiyang Gan, Andre Kelley, Caroline Bartman, Joshua D. Rabinowitz, Roddy S. O'Connor, Daniel J. Powell Jr. 
Contact: Erica Brown (PhD Candidate); ericabro@pennmedicine.upenn.edu   Poster #: 64 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

Effects of IFNγ production from different immune cell types within the tumor microenvironment in response to immunotherapies 
Yingtong Dou, Carly Cardello, Angela Gocher-Demske, Creg J. Workman, Dario A.A. Vignali 
Contact: Yingtong Dou (PhD Candidate); yid62@pitt.edu   Poster #: 65 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Examining the impact of laboratory housing temperature and β-adrenergic signaling on murine CD8 T cell CD28 co-stimulation 
Caitlin M James, Colin A Chavel, Mackenzie M Lieberman, Jee Eun Choi, Elizabeth A Repasky, Scott H Olejniczak 
Contact: Caitlin James (PhD Candidate); caitlin.nolan@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 66 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

Tomatidine inhibits ATF4 activity and induces ferroptosis to limit pancreatic cancer progression. 
Debasmita Mukherjee, Srija Chakraborty, Lena Bercz, Liliana D’Alesio, Jessica Wedig, Hannah Lathrop, Abigail Guenther, Timothy L. Frankel, 
Aleksander Skardal, Thomas A. Mace 
Contact: Debasmita Mukherjee (PhD Candidate); mukherjee.155@osu.edu   Poster #: 67 
The Ohio State University- The James   

 

Effects of ꞵ2-Adrenergic Receptor Signaling on B Cell Recovery Following Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation 
Nathan T Roberts, Jee Eun Choi, Philip L McCarthy, Elizabeth A Repasky 
Contact: Nathan Roberts (PhD Candidate); Nathan.Roberts@RoswellPark.org   Poster #: 68 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS TYPE 16 INCREASES CIRCULAR RNA circIGF2BP3 EXPRESSION AFFECTING PROLIFERATION AND MIGRATION 
IN CERVICAL CANCER CELL LINES 
Michael T. Winters, Emily S. Westemeier-Rice, Travis W. Rawson, Kiran J. Patel, Olivia R. McHugh, Sierra Ward, Ivan Martinez 
Contact: Michael Winters (PhD Candidate); mtwinters@mix.wvu.edu   Poster #: 69 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 

Elucidating the Role of Systemic Prolactin in Response to Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor Therapy of Melanoma 
Mark Gregory, Justin Hackett, Gregory Dyson, Heather Gibson 
Contact: Mark Gregory (MD/PhD Candidate); gregorym@karmanos.org   Poster #: 70 
Karmanos Cancer Institute   

 



Session 1-F  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Dogwood  8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

Chemokine-Modulating (CKM) Regimen: A New Strategy to Drive CD8+T Cells into Triple Negative Breast Cancer 
Kathleen M Kokolus, Shipra Gandhi, Mateusz Opyrchal, Ronald Slomba, Kristopher Attwood, Pawel Kalinski 
Contact: Kathleen Kokolus, PhD (Faculty); kathleen.kokolus@roswellpark.org    Poster #: 15 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center  

 

Changes in the Microbiome After Treatment: Are We Setting Cancer Patients Back Before They Begin? 
Kristin Morder, Abigail Overacre-Delgoffe, Jessica Jana, Katelyn Wolfgang 
Contact: Kristin Morder (Technician/Staff); ktm24@pitt.edu   Poster #: 16 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Development of Semi-Synthetic Biologic Covalent Immune Engagers for Tumor Immunotherapy 
Arthur Srayeddin, Nick Serniuck, Kevin Henry, Martin Rossotti, Ross Cheloha, Nayara Braga Emidio, Jonathan Bramson, Anthony F. Rullo 
Contact: Arthur Srayeddin (MS Candidate); srayeddg@mcmaster.ca   Poster #: 72 
McMaster Universtiy   

 

IL-2 Secreting NK Cells: Investigation of how differential expansion leads to an unfamiliar NK cell capability 
Joseph R. Caporale, Nitin Chakravarti, Meisam Naeimi Kararoudi, Dean A. Lee 
Contact: Joseph Caporale (PhD Candidate); joseph.caporale@nationwidechildrens.org   Poster #: 73 
Nationwide Children's Hospital   

 

Autophagy Inhibitor Lys05 Overcomes Hypoxia-Induced Chemoresistance in Acute Myeloid Leukemia 
Hannah R. S. Fay, Kaitlyn M. Dykstra, Michael N. Phelps, Marianna C. Giorgi, Eunice S. Wang 
Contact: Hannah Fay (PhD Candidate); hannah.fay@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 74 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

Going the distance: Helicobacter hepaticus colonization drives immunotherapy response in melanoma 
Jessica Jana, Kristin Morder, Katelyn Wolfgang, Abigail Overacre 
Contact: Jessica Jana (PhD Candidate); jaj153@pitt.edu   Poster #: 75 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

PIK3IP1/TrIP Immune Regulation on CD8+ T Cells Restricts Anti-Tumor Immunity 
Benjamin Murter, Hridesh Banerjee, Sean C. Robinson, Andrea L. Szymczak-Workman, Lawrence P. Kane 
Contact: Benjamin Murter (PhD Candidate); bmm143@pitt.edu   Poster #: 76 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Obese, Not Starving: Mitochondrial Citrate Export Drives Lipid Accumulation and Dysfunction in Exhausted T Cells 
Kellie Spahr, Nicole E Scharping, Xue Zeng, Bingxian Xie, Greg M Delgoffe 
Contact: Kellie Spahr (PhD Candidate); kes311@pitt.edu   Poster #: 77 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Investigating the mechanisms of Helicobacter hepaticus mediated lymphangiogenesis and tertiary lymphoid structure formation. 
Katelyn Wolfgang, Abigail Overacre-Delgoffe 
Contact: Katelyn Wolfgang (PhD Candidate); kaw374@pitt.edu   Poster #: 78 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Dual Covalent Proximity Induction Strategy for Synthetic Immunotherapy 
Eden Kapcan, Maya da Luz, Nickolas Serniuck, Ali Zhang, Anthony F Rullo, Johnathan Bramson 
Contact: Eden Kapcan (MD/PhD Candidate); kapcane@mcmaster.ca   Poster #: 79 
McMaster Universtiy   

 



Concurrent Session 2-A  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Wintergreen  2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

 

Pivotal roles for cancer cell-intrinsic mPGES-1 and autocrine EP4 signaling in suppressing anti-tumor immunity 
Nune Markosyan, Il-Kyu Kim, Charu Arora, Liz Quinones-Ware, Noah Cheng, Emma Y. Schechter, John Tobias, Garret A. FitzGerald, Ben Z. Stanger, 
Robert H. Vonderheide 
Contact: Nune Markosyan, PhD (Faculty); nune@pennmedicine.upenn.edu    Poster #: 17 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center  

 

Investigating the Role of KIR+CD8+ Regulatory T Cells in Human Cancers and Response to Immunotherapy: Insights from Single Cell RNA 
Sequencing 
Xuerui Wang, Jing Li 
Contact: Xuerui Wang (Technician/Staff); ruw94@pitt.edu   Poster #: 18 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Fate mapping LAG3+ exhausted CD8+ T cells. 
Vaishali Aggarwal, Chang Liu, Cui Jian, Sasikanth Manne, Kate M. Vignali, E John Wherry, Creg J. Workman, Dario A. A. Vignali 
Contact: Vaishali Aggarwal, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); vaa30@pitt.edu   Poster #: 80 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Enhancing CAR-T Cell Function In CLL By Targeted CRISPR-library Screening From Lentiviral Integration Site Analyses 
Beatriz C Oliveira, Joseph A Fraietta, Wei-Ting Hwang, Frederic D Bushman, Jan J Melenhorst 
Contact: Beatriz Coutinho de Oliveira, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); coutinb@ccf.org   Poster #: 81 
Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center   

 

E4 and E5 viral proteins are associated with increased anti-tumor immunity in HPV+ head and neck cancer patients 
Medard Ernest kaiza, Xiang Li, Allison casey, Paul G. Cantaloupe, Robert L. Ferris, James M. Pipas, Tullia C. Bruno 
Contact: Medard Kaiza, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); mek314@pitt.edu   Poster #: 82 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Inhibition of Pyrimidine Metabolism Improves CD8+ T cell Antitumor Response 
Andrea M Monell, Brian G Morreale, Sean H Colligan, Han Yu, David B Sykes, Michael J Nemeth, Scott I Abrams 
Contact: Andrea Monell, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); andrea.monell@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 83 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

STING agonist-mediated IL-18 induction enhances CAR T cell function 
Ugur Uslu, Sofia Castelli, Amanda V. Finck, Charles-Antoine Assenmacher, Yuanwei Dai, Lijun Sun, Regina M. Young, Zhijian J. Chen, Carl H. June 
Contact: Ugur Uslu, MD (Postdoctoral Researcher); ugur.uslu@pennmedicine.upenn.edu   Poster #: 84 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

Developing a CAR-T Cell Platform to deplete T Regulatory Cells from the Tumor Microenvironment to improve Cancer Immunotherapy 
Maria Velegraki, Payton Weldge, Bill X Wu, Hakan Cam, Chelsea Bolyard, Dan Kreatsoulas, Parker Welsh, Zihai Li 
Contact: Maria Velegraki, MD, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); maria.velegraki@osumc.edu   Poster #: 85 
The Ohio State University- The James   

 

Inflammatory Bone Marrow Mesenchymal Stem Cells in Multiple Myeloma: Transcriptional Signature and In Vitro Modeling 
Lei Wang, Weijun Yi, Li Ma, Emily Lecea, Lori A. Hazlehurst, Donald A. Adjeroh, Gangqing Hu 
Contact: Lei Wang, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); lw00035@hsc.wvu.edu   Poster #: 86 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 

Scientific Figures Interpreted by ChatGPT: Strengths in Plot Recognition, Limits in Color Perception and Quantitative Analysis 
Jinge Wang, Qing Ye, Li Liu, Nancy Lan Guo, Gangqing Hu 
Contact: Jinge Wang, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); jnwang1@mix.wvu.edu   Poster #: 87 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 

Novel fourth generation-like CARmiR cells release therapeutic miRNA via exosomes and enhance glioblastoma cell killing activity 
Amar Yeware, Angelica Helton, Yicheng Dong, Cheng Dong, Justin Pritchard, Shin Mineishi, Kentaro Minagawa, Todd Schell, Daniel Hayes 
Contact: Amar Yeware, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); aby5142@psu.edu   Poster #: 88 
The Pennsylvania State University   

 



Session 2-B  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Snowflake  2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

Breaking Barriers: Unleashing Potent Anti-Tumor Immunity with AC484 
Hakimeh Ebrahimi-Nik, Christina K Baumgartner, Arvin Iracheta-Vellve, Keith M Hamel, Kira E Olander, Marcia N Paddock, Jennifer M Frost, Kathleen 
B Yates, Philip R Kym, Robert T Manguso 
Contact: Hakimeh Ebrahimi-Nik, DVM, PhD (Faculty); ebrahiminik.1@osu.edu    Poster #: 19 
The Ohio State University- The James  

 

Assessing in vivo expansion and persistence of allogeneic NK cell therapies using HLA-specific flow cytometry and NGS-based molecular 
chimerism 
Robin J Nakkula, Ella Troy, Catherine A Cash, Yasemin Sezegin, Cecele J Denman, Dean A Lee 
Contact: Robin Nakkula (Technician/Staff); Robin.Nakkula@nationwidechildrens.org   Poster #: 20 
Nationwide Children's Hospital   

 

Exocyst complex facilitates fungal mediated IL-33 release and promotes pancreatic cancer progression 
Aftab Alam, Shyamananda Singh Mayengbam, Sharon Senchanthisai, Elif Irmak Bektas, Prasenjit Dey 
Contact: Aftab Alam, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); aftab.alam@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 89 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

Heat Shock Proteins in Immunosuppressive Tumor Microenvironment 
Fulya Alkan, Hilmi Kaan Alkan, Ahmet Burak Caglayan, Hasan Korkaya 
Contact: Fulya Alkan, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); hr3042@wayne.edu   Poster #: 90 
Karmanos Cancer Institute   

 

Targeting NRP2 to Reduce Lung Cancer Susceptibility Following Environmental Respiratory Exposures 
Charles E. Bardawil, Hannah M. Udoh, Amy A. Powers, Seth H. Eisenberg, Riyue Bao, Elaine V. Byrnes, Lora H. Rigatti, Rajeev Dhupar, Adam C. 
Soloff 
Contact: Charles Bardawil, MD (Postdoctoral Researcher); chb316@pitt.edu   Poster #: 91 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Immune Cell Derived Lipocalin 2 Contributes to Slower Pancreatic Ductal Adenocarcinoma Growth 
Kaylin M Chasser, PhD, Valentina Pita-Grisanti, PhD, Grace A Vulic, Kristyn Gumpper-Fedus, PhD, Zobeida Cruz-Monserrate, PhD 
Contact: Kaylin Chasser, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); Kaylin.Chasser@osumc.edu   Poster #: 92 
The Ohio State University- The James   

 

Parkin Deficiency Suppresses Antigen Presentation to Promote Tumor Immune Evasion and Immunotherapy Resistance 
Francesca Costabile, Renzo Perales-Linares, Nektaria Maria Leli, Hesham Mohei, Silvia Beghi, Nektarios Kostopoulos, Constantinos Koumenis, Amit 
Maity, Michael T Lotze, Andrea Facciabene 
Contact: Francesca Costabile, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); francesca.costabile@pennmedicine.upenn.edu   Poster #: 93 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

Tumor cell SREBP1 pathway drives immune exclusion in hepatocellular carcinoma 
Rebekah E Dadey, Sarah Newman, Ryan Augustin, Aofei Li, Aatur Singhi, Jason J Luke, Riyue Bao 
Contact: Rebekah Dadey, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); red61@pitt.edu   Poster #: 94 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

The activity of tertiary lymphoid structures in high grade serous ovarian cancer is governed by site, stroma, and cellular interactions 
Ian P MacFawn, Grant Magnon, Grace Gorecki, Sheryl Kunning, Rufiaat Rashid, Huda I Atiya, Ayana T Ruffin, T Rinda Soong, Lan Coffman, Tullia C 
Bruno 
Contact: Ian MacFawn, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); macfawni@pitt.edu   Poster #: 95 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Obesity-mediated perineural invasion promotes PDAC tumorigenesis 
Shyamananda Singh Mayengbam, Aftab Alam, Sharon Senchanthisai, Irmak Bektas, Prasenjit Dey 
Contact: Shyamananda  Singh Mayengbam, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); shyamanandasingh.mayengbam@roswellpark.org  
 Poster #: 96 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

Tumors suppress a mitochondrial chaperone activity in macrophages to facilitate immune evasion 
Haoxin Zhao, Lydia N. Raines, Jaeoh Park, Yuzhu Wang, Michael Hsu, Heng-Yi Chen, Alex Y. Huang, Ping-Chih Ho, Chan-Wang Jerry Lio, Stanley 
Ching-Cheng Huang 
Contact: Haoxin Zhao, PhD (Postdoctoral Researcher); haoxin.zhao@osumc.edu   Poster #: 97 
The Ohio State University- The James   

 



Session 2-C  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Sunburst  2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

SNAP-CAR T cells and antibody adaptors for programmable antigen targeting 
Elisa Ruffo, Gianna Falcone, Victor So, Michael Kvorjak, Alexander Deiters, Jason Lohmueller 
Contact: Elisa Ruffo, PhD (Faculty); eruffo@pitt.edu    Poster #: 21 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center  

 

Unveiling the role of the neglected immune checkpoint inhibitor VISTA on Natural Killer cells. 
Marcelo S. F. Pereira, Kinnari Sorathia, Catherine A. Cash, Ella Troy, Dean A. Lee 
Contact: Marcelo Pereira, PhD (Technician/Staff); marcelo.pereira@nationwidechildrens.org   Poster #: 22 
Nationwide Children's Hospital   

 

An in vitro Study of the Ability of Simvastatin and Atorvastatin Calcium to Inhibit Select BSL-1 Bacteria Associated with Pin-tract Infections 
Daniel Hertzler 
Contact: Daniel Hertzler (Undergraduate Student); danielvhertzler@outlook.com   Poster #: 98 
Seton Hill University   

 

Disruption of murine LAG3 homodimers prevents its localization to the TCR at the Immune  synapse 
Kieran Adam, Zhanna Lipatova, Maria Abdul Ghafoor Raja, Arjun K. Mishra, Roy A. Mariuzza, Creg J. Workman, Dario A.A. Vignali 
Contact: Kieran Adam (PhD Candidate); kra69@pitt.edu   Poster #: 99 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

The Head and Neck Squamous Cell Carcinoma tumor microenvironment modulates circulating and intratumoral memory B cells. 
Allison N. Casey, Ayana T. Ruffin, Sheryl R. Kunning, Robert L. Ferris, Tullia C. Bruno 
Contact: Allison Casey (PhD Candidate); alc331@pitt.edu   Poster #: 100 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Ping-Pong Dual-targeted CAR T cells boost antitumor immunity against solid tumors 
Amanda Finck, Stefanie Wang, Sofia Castelli, Ugur Uslu, Andrew Rech, Donna Gonzales, Tong Da, Julianna Latini, Regina Young, Carl June 
Contact: Amanda Finck (PhD Candidate); finckam@pennmedicine.upenn.edu   Poster #: 101 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

Development and Induction of Tertiary Lymphoid Structures in Lung Cancer for Improved Immunotherapeutics 
Hye Mi Kim, Ian P. Macfawn, Noor Nader, Ayana T. Ruffin, Alexandra McDonough, Asia Williams, Ashwin Somasundaram, Stephen Thorne, Laura 
Stabile, Tullia C. Bruno 
Contact: Hye Mi Kim (PhD Candidate); hyk61@pitt.edu   Poster #: 102 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

CAR T Therapy for Pediatric Sarcoma 
Nkechi Odukwe, Colin Chavel, Mackenzie Lieberman, Terence Purdon, Michael Ciesielski, Joyce Ohm, Renier Brentjens, Scott Olejniczak 
Contact: Nkechi Odukwe (PhD Candidate); nkechi.odukwe@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 103 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

The role of PD1 in maintaining terminal T cell exhaustion 
Yangxi Sun, Vaishali Aggarwali, Creg J. Workman, Dario A.A. Vignali 
Contact: Yangxi (Claudia) Sun (PhD Candidate); yas95@pitt.edu   Poster #: 104 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Assessing alterations in 3D chromatin confirmation in T cell exhaustion in B16 melanoma 
Aaron Yang, Rhodes Ford, Amanda Poholek 
Contact: Aaron Yang (PhD Candidate); aay19@pitt.edu   Poster #: 105 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Spatial multiplexed immunofluorescence analysis reveals coordinated cellular networks associated with overall survival in metastatic 
osteosarcoma 
Ryan A. Lacinski, Sebastian A. Dziadowicz, Vincent K. Melemai, Brody Fitzpatrick, John J. Pisquiy, Ines Lohse, Karen E. Schoedel, Nicolas J. Llosa, 
Kurt R. Weiss, Brock A. Lindsey 
Contact: Ryan Lacinski (MD/PhD Candidate); ral0032@mix.wvu.edu   Poster #: 106 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 



Session 2-D  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Chestnut  2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

Uveal Melanoma and Cutaneous Melanoma Liver Metastases Differ in Genomic, Transcriptomic and Immune Profile 
Yusra F. Shao, Yasmine Bacca, Joanne Xiu, Matthew Hadfield, Justin Moser 
Contact: Yusra Shao, MD (Faculty); shaoy@karmanos.org    Poster #: 23 
Karmanos Cancer Institute  

 

Treg insufficiency in autoimmune diabetes is driven by selective loss of Neuropilin-1 on intra-islet regulatory T cells 
Gwen Pieklo, Stephanie Grebinoski, Qianxia Zhang, Anabelle Visperas, Jian Cui, Jordana Goulet, Hanxi Xiao, Jishnu Das, Creg Workman, Dario 
Vignali 
Contact: Gwen Pieklo (Technician/Staff); gpp8@pitt.edu   Poster #: 24 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Role of Fez1 in Retinoic Acid Receptor-mediated transcription in MLL-r leukemias 
Tharini Nagarkar, Mary Esposito, Eunice S Want, Michael Nemeth, Kaitlyn M Dykstra 
Contact: Tharini Nagarkar (Undergraduate Student); nagarkt20@bonaventure.edu   Poster #: 107 
St. Bonaventure University   

 

Tumor-infiltrating T cell surface glycosylation dynamically changes during progression to exhaustion 
Catarina M Azevedo, Ângela Fernandes, Bingxian Xie, Ricardo Marcos-Pinto, Salomé S Pinho*, Greg M Delgoffe* 
Contact: Catarina M Azevedo (PhD Candidate); cazevedo@pitt.edu   Poster #: 108 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Potentiating CAR T Cell Therapy Through Synthetic IL-9R Signaling 
Sofia Castelli, Ugur Uslu, Amanda Finck, Tong Da, Mikko Siurala, Regina M Young, Carl H June 
Contact: Sofia Castelli (PhD Candidate); sofiacas@pennmedicine.upenn.edu   Poster #: 109 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

Augmenting the anti-tumor efficacy of TILs with a costimulatory antigen receptor and translation to an immunocompetent spontaneous 
model of disease 
Kay Foos, Veethika Pandey, Sergey Medevedev, Matthew Anderson, Fiona Simpkins, Nicola J Mason, Daniel J Powell Jr 
Contact: Kay Foos (PhD Candidate); kmfoos@vet.upenn.edu   Poster #: 110 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

Examining the antitumorigenic effects of Ruminococcus gnavus 
Amanda H Lee, Colin R Laughlin, Surya P Pandey, Alex C McPherson, Jake H Shapira, Catherine M Phelps, Rachel Gottschalk, Zhen Yang, Simran 
Randhawa, Marlies Meisel 
Contact: Amanda Lee (PhD Candidate); aml386@pitt.edu   Poster #: 111 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

The Role of Surface Macrophage LAMP1 on Degredation of Cancer-Promoting Neutrophil Extracellular Traps in Pancreatic Adenocarcinoma 
Mercy Ojetunde, Hillary Pratt, Sascha Ott, Barbara Szomolay, Timothy D. Eubank, Brian A. Boone 
Contact: Mercy Ojetunde (PhD Candidate); mmo00005@mix.wvu.edu   Poster #: 112 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 

Dynein-Powered Cell Locomotion Guides Metastasis of Breast Cancer 
Yerbol Tagay, Sina Kheirabadi, Zaman Ataie, Rakesh K Singh, Olivia Prince, Alexander S Zhovmer, Xuefei Ma, Amir Sheikhi, Denis Tsygankov, Erdem 
D Tabdanov 
Contact: Yerbol Tagay (PhD Candidate); yvt5251@psu.edu   Poster #: 113 
Pennsylvania State University- Penn State Cancer Institute   

 

Immunogenicity and efficacy of an E6/E7-targeted prophylactic mRNA lipid nanoparticle vaccine for oropharynx cancer 
Radhika Duggal, Jin Dai, PhD, Jessica Geiger, MD, Emrullah Yilmaz, MD, Daniel McGrail PhD, Travis Ker, MSc, Jonathon Ligon, MD, Jonathan 
Chardon-Robles, MS, Elias Sayour, MD, PHD, Natalie Silver, MD, MS 
Contact: Radhika Duggal (MD Candidate); duggalr@ccf.org   Poster #: 114 
Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center   

 

Early Exposure to Exogenous IL-15 Subverts ILC Precursor Priming and the Generation of KIR+ NK Cells 
Michael Ruesch, Megan Broughton, Caprice D Eisele, Jessie Kowalski, Ansel P Nalin, Kinda Sara, Stephen K Anderson, Christopher C Oakes, 
Bethany L Mundy-Bosse, Aharon G Freud 
Contact: Michael Ruesch (MD/PhD Candidate); michael.ruesch@osumc.edu   Poster #: 115 
The Ohio State University- The James   

 



Session 2-E  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Evergreen  2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

Targeting Neutrophil Extracellular Traps (NETs) to Improve Response to Immunotherapy in Colorectal Liver Metastasis 
Hongji Zhang, Yunwei Zhang, Allan Tsung 
Contact: Hongji Zhang (Faculty); jhn5wx@virginia.edu    Poster #: 25 
University of Virginia  

 

Evaluating a huPSMA Mouse Model for Developing CAR T Cells for Prostate Cancer to Increase Efficacy and Decrease Toxicity 
Nour Shobaki, Khatuna Gabuna, Decheng Song, Ting-Jia Fan, Fang Chen, Mei Qing Ji, Andrew Rech, John Scholler, Carl June 
Contact: Nour Shobaki, PhD (Technician/Staff); nour.shobaki@pennmedicine.upenn.edu   Poster #: 26 
University of Pennsylvania- Abramson Cancer Center   

 

HDAC11 inhibitors have increased efficacy in MLL-rearranged leukemias 
Madelyn Dziezgowski, Courtney Fox, Eunice S Wang, Michael Nemeth, Kaitlyn M Dykstra 
Contact: Madelyn Dziezgowski (Undergraduate Student); dziezgmr20@bonaventure.edu   Poster #: 116 
St. Bonaventure University   

 

Unraveling the Role of Myeloperoxidase during Pancreatic Cancer Progression and Immunotherapy Response. 
Angisha Basnet, Kaitlyn M Landreth, Remi Nohoesu, Brain B Boone, Tracy W Liu 
Contact: Angisha Basnet (PhD Candidate); ab00101@mix.wvu.edu   Poster #: 117 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 

Impact of anti-LAG3 and anti-αPD-1 Immunotherapy on CD4+ Regulatory Cells in Melanoma 
Prosper O. Chukwuemeka, Anthony R. Cillo, Lilit Karapetyan, Cindy Sander, Elizabeth Rush, Anjali Rohatgi, John M. Kirkwood, Tulia C. Bruno, Creg 
Workman, Dario A.A. Vignali 
Contact: Prosper Chukwuemeka, PhD (PhD Candidate); poc20@pitt.edu   Poster #: 118 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Spatial organization and stochastic fluctuations of immune cells impact clinical responsiveness to immunotherapy in melanoma patients 
Giuseppe Giuliani, William Stewart, Zihai Li, Ciriyam Jayaprakash, Jayajit Das 
Contact: Giuseppe Giuliani (PhD Candidate); giuliani.26@osu.edu   Poster #: 119 
The Ohio State University- The James   

 

Typr I Interferons: Unraveling their Role in the Response to Short Course Radiotherapy in Rectal Cancer 
Maggie Lesch, Taylor P. Uccello, Jiyong Zhao, Edith M. Lord, David C. Linehan, Scott A. Gerber 
Contact: Maggie Lesch (PhD Candidate); maggie_lesch@urmc.rochester.edu   Poster #: 120 
University of Rochester- Wilmot Cancer Instituter   

 

Investigating the impact of TIM-3 on NK cell-mediated antitumor immunity in head and neck squamous carcinoma 
Onyedikachi Victor Onyekachi, Housaiyin Li, Aditi Kulkarni, Pragati Upadhyay, Patricia M. Santos, Lazar Vujanovic, Robert Ferris 
Contact: Onyedikachi Onyekachi (PhD Candidate); ovo5@pitt.edu   Poster #: 121 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Predictive Potential of MPO Activity in Melanoma Immunotherapy Response 
Dylan D. Thomas, Kaitlyn M. Landreth, Angisha Basnet, Molly Kledzik, Tracy W. Liu 
Contact: Dylan Thomas (PhD Candidate); dvthomas@mix.wvu.edu   Poster #: 122 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 

Epigenetic screens reveal ARID1A as a therapeutic vulnerability in small cell lung cancer 
Yiting Li, Qiqi Zhao, Michael Gruss, Jiajia Gu, Chenchen Guo, Ben Nacev, Hongbin Ji, Hua Zhang 
Contact: Yiting Li (MD Candidate); liyit@pitt.edu   Poster #: 123 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Unraveling the Paradoxical Immune Biology of Sarcomatoid Renal Cell Carcinoma One Cell at a Time 
Nicholas J Salgia, Mark Long, PhD, Wilhelm Aubrecht, Jacky Chow, PhD, Wiam Bshara, MD, Kevin Eng, PhD, Bo Xu, MD, PHD, Eric C Kauffman, 
MD, Jason B Muhitch, PhD 
Contact: Nicholas Salgia (MD/PhD Candidate); nicholas.salgia@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 124 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 



Session 2-F  Thursday February 22, 2024 
Dogwood  2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

Proposed randomized Phase II study: Gemcitabine/nab-paclitaxel & SBRT with/without hydroxychloroquine-based autophagy inhibition in 
locally advanced pancreatic cancer 
Alison Ross, Janie Zhang, Anwaar Saeed, Genia E. Dubrovsky, Renee Anderko, Amer H. Zureikat, Alessandro Paniccia, Herbert J. Zeh, Michael T. 
Lotze, Susannah G. Ellsworth 
Contact: Susannah Ellsworth, MD (Faculty); ellsworths3@upmc.edu    Poster #: 27 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center  

 

Investigating α- and β-emitting radionuclides targeting myeloid cells in a preclinical glioma model 
Chaim T Sneiderman, Anya Jain, Sydney Jackson, Ambika Jaswal-Parmar, Jessie Nedrow, Gary Kohanbash 
Contact: Anya Jain (Technician/Staff); anyajain007@gmail.com   Poster #: 28 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Elucidation of molecular functions of ZNF71 in non-small cell lung cancer 
Justine Shamber, Justin Hickey, Brianne Falatovich, Ritika Sagar, Qing Ye, Leo Wang, Michael Hu, Lan Guo, Alexey Ivanov 
Contact: Justine Shamber (Undergraduate Student); j.shamber@setonhill.edu   Poster #: 125 
Seton Hill University   

 

Effects of Pioglitazone on Metabolomic and Lipidomic Profiles in Skeletal Muscles of Mice Implanted with Her2/neu+ Breast Cancer PDXs 
Stuart A Clayton, Alan D Mizener, Marcella Whetsell, Lauren E Rentz, Werner Geldenhuys, Emidio E Pistilli 
Contact: Stuart Clayton (PhD Candidate); saclayton@mix.wvu.edu   Poster #: 127 
West Virginia University- Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center   

 

Developing a novel IL2Rα knockout mouse model to recapitulate clinical co-occurrence of CRS and Neutropenia post CAR-T therapy. 
Payal Goala, Zhang Yongliang, Nolan Betty, Sae Bom Lee, Shannon McSain, Marco Davila 
Contact: Payal Goala (PhD Candidate); payal.goala@roswellpark.org   Poster #: 128 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center   

 

Identification of HPV oncogene and host cell differentiation associated  heterogeneity in cervical cancer via single‐cell transcriptomics 
Yingjie Li, Cankun Wang, Anjun Ma, Abdul Qawee Rani, Mingjue Luo, Jenny Li, Xuefeng Liu, Qin Ma 
Contact: Yingjie Li, MD (PhD Candidate); yingjie.li@osumc.edu   Poster #: 129 
The Ohio State University- The James   

 

Programming Universal Chimeric Antigen Receptor (CAR) T Cells Using  Small Molecule Adaptors 
Avani Parikh, Gianna Falcone, Steven Caldwell, Isabella Demyan, Elisa Ruffo, Alexander Deiters, Jason Lohmueller 
Contact: Avani Parikh (PhD Candidate); avp37@pitt.edu   Poster #: 130 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

Photodynamic Therapy Influences Intratumoral Macrophages and Induces Anti-Tumor Immunity 
Alexander Ullrich, Nicholas Toupin, Madeline Denison, Jeremy Kodanko, Heather Gibson 
Contact: Alexander Ullrich (PhD Candidate); ullricha@karmanos.org   Poster #: 131 
Karmanos Cancer Institute   

 

Radiomic analysis of patient and organ-specific (OS) heterogeneity in response to immunotherapies (IT) and BRAF therapy in metastatic 
melanoma (MEL) 
Alexandra Tompkins, Zane N. Gray, Rebekah E. Dadey, Serafettin Zenkin, Sarah Newman, Murat Ak, Sarah Behr, Rivka Colen, Jason J. Luke, Riyue 
Bao 
Contact: Alexandra Tompkins (MD Candidate); agt21@pitt.edu   Poster #: 132 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 

A targeted microneedle array patch delivered immunotherapy for cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma 
Yufan Yang, Haotong Zhang, Cara D Carey, Jiying Zhang, Stephen C Balmert, Emrullah Korkmaz, Louis D Falo 
Contact: Yufan Yang (MD/PhD Candidate); yufany@pitt.edu   Poster #: 133 
University of Pittsburgh- Hillman Cancer Center   

 


